AN  AMERICAN  IN   THE   MAKING
the group in a more systematic fashion. They per-petuated the old committee which had been chosen t.c welcome the man Couza, whose missionary zeal hat started the whole migration. The purposes of tliii higher organization were at first purely decorative. 11 made arrangements to give the group a suitable send-off on its departure, with flags and speeches and the like; and it instituted preparations for the welcoming of such groups from other towns as might happen tu pass through Vaslui on their way to New York. But once the committee had been formed it found a multitude of unforeseen avenues for its activity. It was discovered, in the first place, that such funds as hail been gathered from the contributions of the members themselves were absurdly inadequate to the needn of the journey. Furthermore, it was out of the question for the boys to camp out or stop at hotels in the towns jyhere the night might overtake them. The most serious problem of all arose over the question of how the -young people were to be cared for in the foreign, coun-. tries through which they must journey. - Thus there came into being a whole succession of institutions which the original organizers of the walking movement had not even dreamed of. The home committee of Vaslui was soon duplicated in. every town where groups were forming, and before long these separate bodies became merged into a really formidable national committee, with branches in every comer of Rumania and activities that covered every possible
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